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Fall 1996 AFDC Students at El Dorado and Folsom Lake: Enrollment by Academic Major 
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Los Rios Community College District 

Office of Institutional Research 

A DEMOGRAPHIC AND STUDENT OUTCOMES PROFILE OF 
AFDC STUDENTS ENROLLED IN 
LOS RIOS COLLEGES: FALL 1996 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

March 1997 



In December 1996, a district-wide Welfare Reform Task Force of the Los Rios Community College District (LRCCD) 
requested that staff in the district’s Office of Institutional Research prepare a profile of AFDC students who attended the 
three Los Rios Colleges - American River College (ARC), Cosumnes River College (CRC) and Sacramento City 
College (SCC) - during the Fall 1996 semester. The purpose of this request was to facilitate a more complete 
understanding of the demography of this student population, why they come to Los Rios colleges and how successful 
they are in their programs of study. By understanding the demography of this group, staff are better positioned to 
develop creative ways to enable AFDC students to stay in college as they meet the work participation requirements of 
the welfare reform legislation. Staff will also be better positioned to continue providing support services that 
accommodate the changing needs of this student group. Institutional Research staff prepared a series of three data 
reports to meet this request. This fourth report serves as an Executive Summary analyzing the data generated in the 
earlier reports. Data were generated from the Fall 1996 End of Semester Research Databases for these reports in 
order to capture a profile of all students rather than only those enrolled at 4 th week census. 



DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF AFDC STUDENTS 

On a district-wide basis, 7.7% of all Fall 1996 students 
are AFDC recipients. The 8.1% proportion at SCC is 
slightly higher than the district average, while 
proportions at ARC and CRC are less (7.4% and 
7.3%). 

Of those students who are AFDC recipients, over half 
are single parents (54.2%). This contrasts sharply with 
the total student population. Only 9.6% of all students 
are single parents. Slightly more than 43% of all Fall 
1996 students who are single parents receive AFDC 
benefits. 

The variation in the number of legal immigrants in these 
two student populations is not nearly as dramatic, 
although there are still far more AFDC students who 
are legal immigrants than is the case for the entire 
student population. Exactly 31% of AFDC students 
are legal immigrants, while only 12.4% of the entire 
student population are. Slightly more than 19% of all 
Fall 1996 students who are legal immigrants receive 
AFDC benefits. 

District Enrollment by Gender 

O 3 gender of AFDC students varies rather 
1\] matically from that of all Los Rios students, as 



illustrated in Chart 1. Approximately 57% of all 
students are female, but almost 77% of all AFDC 
students are. At 23.1%, the proportion of males who 
are AFDC students is much smaller than the 42.9% of 
all Los Rios students. 



Chart 1 

LRCCD Enrollment of AFDC Students and All Students by 
Gender: Fall 1996 




District Enrollment by Ethnicity 

Chart 2 depicts the District’s ethnic mix of AFDC 
students and all students. A much larger proportion of 
AFDC students are African American (23.7%) than is 
the case for the entire student population (10.4%), 
while the proportion of white AFDC students is smaller 
than that of all students - 44.9% vs. 56.5%, 
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respectively. There is relatively little difference among 
all other ethnic groups. 

Chart 2 

LRCCD Enrollment of AFDC Students and All Students by 




District Enrollment by Age 

As shown in Chart 3, the AFDC population also varies 
by age from the total student population. Almost half of 
all AFDC students are ages 25 through 39, while 
slightly more than one-third of the total student 
population are of these same ages. Exactly 20% of all 
AFDC students are ages 25-29 and 14.9% of all 
students are; 28.6% of AFDC students are age 30 
through 39, while 20.5% of all students are. Fewer 
AFDC students are under the age of 25 and over the 
age of 40 than is the case for the total student 
population. 



Chart 3 

LRCCD Enrollment of AFDC Students and All Students by Age: 
Fall 1996 




District Enrollment by Status 



ERIC 



The enrollment status of AFDC students is actually 
quite similar to that of the total student population. The 
large majority of both are continuing students (60.9% of 
AFDC students and 63.7% of all students), suggesting 
that AFDC students are equally interested in 
completing their studies. These figures include 
continuing students who completed courses at a Los 
Rios college in the previous Spring semester and those 
who were not enrolled in the Spring, but completed 
courses in the District prior to that time. Far fewer 
AFDC students came to their Los Rios colleges as 
O' insfer students than is the case for the total student 
pulation (8.5% vs. 16.3%). Far more are first-time 



students who never before attended any college. As 
shown in Chart 4, 29.2% of the AFDC students are 
first- time students vs. 19% of all students. 



Chart 4 

LRCCD Enrollment of AFDC Students and All Students by 
Enrollment Status: Fail 1996 
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District Enrollment by Goal and Desired Major 

The proportion of AFDC students who are focused on a 
specific educational goal is higher than is the case for 
the total student population. As shown in Chart 5, only 
9% of all AFDC students are undecided about their 
goal vs. 14% of all students. A substantially higher 
number of AFDC students wish to obtain a degree or 
certificate than the proportion of all students (almost 
25% vs. 12%). Transfer is the goal of a very large 
proportion of all students and of AFDC students, as 
well. The proportion of all students whose goal it is to 
transfer is higher than the proportion of AFDC students 
with this same goal, but only by 8%. 

Chart 5 

LRCCD Enrollment of AFDC Students and All Students by Goal: 
Fall 1996 




Certificate 

j □ AFDC Students DAll Students] 

Of those students categorized by “all other” goals, the 
proportion of AFDC students who wish to acquire job 
skills, those who wish to formulate career interests and 
plans and those who wish to maintain certificates or 
licenses are the same as the proportions among all 
students; all of these three goals are held by very small 
proportions of both student groups (4% or less for each 
of the three goals). There were differences, however, 
in two areas: upgrading job skills (as the only goal) and 
improving basic skills. Exactly 8% of AFDC students 
wish to improve their basic skills and only 3% of all 
students do. This contrasts with the 2% of AFDC 
students and the 7% of all students who wish to 
upgrade their job skills. 





At Los Rios colleges, students select a major they 
would like to pursue when they first apply for admission 
and update it each subsequent term they enroll. 
Majors selected do not necessarily reflect the course- 
taking patterns that students actually follow. 

In Fall 1996, 16% of AFDC students were undecided 
about an academic major they wished to pursue; 26% 
of all students were undecided. For those students 
who had decided on an academic program they would 
like to pursue, eight of the top ten majors selected by 
AFDC students and all students were exactly the same. 
They include general education (transfer), business, 
nursing, computers/management information systems, 
early childhood education, accounting, social sciences 
and administration of justice. 



HOW SUCCESSFUL ARE AFDC STUDENTS IN 
THEIR PROGRAMS OF STUDY? 

AFDC students are clearly serious about their 
programs of study. Like the average Los Rios student 
in Fall 1996, the AFDC student tends to be part-time. 
They attempted an average 9.3 units in the Fall, which 
is higher than the average 7.1 attempted by all 
students. The average AFDC student completed 6 of 
the 9.3 units attempted, while the average number of 
units completed by all students was 4.8. 

As might be expected due to time constraints, the 
AFDC student who is a single parent attempts and 
completes slightly fewer units than all AFDC students: 
an average 8.8 and 5.1 units, respectively. AFDC 
students who are legal immigrants, however, attempt 
and complete more units than all of these groups, 
attempting 10.8 units and completing 8.5 units in Fall 
1996. 

Analyzing the complete academic history of these Fall 
1996 students shows that on average AFDC students 
attempted only 2 units more than all students and they 
completed almost the exact same number of units. Fall 
1996 AFDC students attempted an average 38.1 units 
and completed an average 26.6 units during their 
tenure at Los Rios colleges. The averages for all 
students are 36.4 units attempted and 26.2 units 
completed. Single parents have attempted more (an 
average 42.0 units) but completed close to the same 
number (26.9 units) overtime. AFDC students who are 
legal immigrants have attempted an average 37.2 units 
and completed 31.1 units overtime. 

Average GPAs earned by AFDC Students 

Average GPAs earned by AFDC students in Fall 1996 
are only slightly lower than those earned by all students 
in the District. This holds true over the students’ 
''"mplete academic history. AFDC students who are 
I RIC igle P arents earn lower GPAs than all AFDC students 



but they still maintain grades that are well above a 2.0 
academic average. The AFDC student who is a legal 
immigrant earns grades that are almost equivalent to a 
3.0 or B average: 2.95 in the Fall and 2.97 on a 

cumulative basis over time. This student group clearly 
works hard and performs well. Chart 6 summarizes 
average GPAs earned. 



Chart 6 



Average GPAs Earned by LRCCD AFDC Students and All 
Students: Fall 1996 and Cumulatively Over Time 




AFDC AFDC AFDC Legal All 

Students Single Immigrants Students 

Parents 



[■Fall 1996 Only □ Complete Academic History | 



Retention and Success Rates of AFDC Students 

Analyzing grade point averages is not the only 
important measure of success. Analyzing whether 
students attend their courses through the end of the 
semester (retention) and then complete those courses 
successfully with grades A, B, C or Credit are also 
important measures. These measure are important 
because average GPAs provide measures based only 
on completed course. Students who drop courses after 
the official drop date do not adversely effect their GPA. 
They do, however, adversely affect their progress 
toward maintaining good academic progress. In order 
to maintain academic progress toward program 
completion, students must complete 50% or more of all 
units attempted. 

Chart 7 

Average Course Retention Rates of LRCCD AFDC Students and 
All Students: Fall 1996 and Cumulatively Over Time 
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Chart 7 summarizes the rates by which AFDC students 
and all students were retained in their courses in Fall 
1996 and in all their courses attempted in LRCCD over 
time. The average Los Rios student was retained at a 
71.4% rate in Fall 1996 and at a 73.7% throughout his 
or her complete academic history. AFDC students are 
not retained in their courses at the same rates as all 
LRCCD students; their rates are lower by 
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approximately 6% in Fall 1996 but by only 3% when the 
analysis includes total academic history. AFDC 
students who are single parents are retained at lower 
rates: 60.7% in Fall 1996 and 65.8% overtime. 



AFDC students who are legal immigrants are retained 
in their courses at much higher rates than the average 
student. The average AFDC student who is a legal 
immigrant was retained in his or her courses at a rate 
of 81.6% in Fall 1996 and 85.1% in all courses taken at 
Los Rios colleges over time. 

As shown in Chart 8, analysis of the successful 
completion of courses (earning grades A, B, C or 
Credit) shows a similar pattern as that found in the 
analysis of retention rates, but AFDC students who are 
single parents have success rates that were somewhat 
low in the Fall semester, though they are much higher 
when complete academic histories are reviewed. 



Chart 8 

Average Course Success Rates of LRCCD AFDC Students and 
All Students: Fall 1996 and Cumulatively Over Time 
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The average Los Rios student has a success rate of 
65.7% in Fall 1996 and 68.8% overtime. Although all 
AFDC students achieved success rates that were 
approximately 5% lower that the average student in the 
Fall, they were only 3% lower when the complete 
academic history is reviewed. Continuing the same 
trend seen in the previously discussed outcome 
measures (units completed, GPAs and retention rates), 
AFDC students who are legal immigrants have much 
higher success rates than the average Los Rios 
student. AFDC students who are legal immigrants 
achieved average success rates that are approximately 
12% higher than all students both in the Fall 1996 
semester and over their entire academic histories, as 
well. On the whole, this student group performs 
extremely well academically. 



African American than is the case for the general 
student population. But the goals and academic 
programs of study that AFDC students seek to pursue 
are similar to those of all students. Many wish to earn 
degrees, certificates or transfer to four-year colleges 
and universities, similar to all Los Rios students. Fewer 
are undecided about their goals than is the case for all 
Los Rios students. 

On the whole, the average academic performance of 
an AFDC student is slightly lower than the academic 
performance of all students, and those who are legal 
immigrants perform much better than the average 
student. AFDC students who are single parents 
struggle more. However, when looking at complete 
academic histories, the average AFDC single parent 
has attempted more units than all AFDC students and 
more than all Los Rios students, but has completed 
roughly the same number of units. Likewise, their 
course retention and success rates are lower. 
Nonetheless, average success rates of this group are 
sufficient for program completion. Perhaps support 
programs to assist AFDC single parents as they pursue 
their studies might help in boosting their rates of 
success. 

AFDC students who are legal immigrants work hard 
and perform well. They complete more of their 
attempted units, earn higher GPAs and the rates by 
which they are retained and successfully complete their 
courses are much higher than is the case for all Los 
Rios students. Clearly this is a group that is 
academically motivated to succeed. 

Education for AFDC students, as is the case for all 
students, is an important avenue for long term 
employability. More AFDC students attending Los Rios 
colleges have set clear educational goals than is the 
case for all Los Rios students. Although AFDC 
students are not quite as academically successful as 
the average Los Rios student across all measures 
reviewed in this study, they have demonstrated their 
capacity for achieving academic success that can lead 
to program completion over time. In light of welfare 
reform, helping these motivated students to find 
innovative ways to achieve their long term goals of 
employability through higher education will be the 
challenge for Los Rios colleges over the next several 
years. 



AFDC students who are single parents are struggling 
more than other students. Their course success rates 
were only 54.3% in the Fall, although on average, they 
are 60.3% when total academic histories are 
considered. 

SUMMARY COMMENTS 

In terms of demographic mix, AFDC students vary 
0 jstantially from the general student population. Far 
I RJ re of these students are women, single parents and 



This report was written by Judith Beachler, interim Manager, and is 
based on data generated from the LRCCD Research Database, 
developed and managed by Minh La, Systems Hardware and 
Software Performance Analyst. 

For further information please call: 916-563-3247 or 
e-mail - puglisv@mail. doJosrios. cc. ca.us, 

LRCCD Office of Institutional Research 

All reports are available on the Institutional Research home page at: 
www-opr. do.losrios.cc. ca. us AFDCExecSum.doc 
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